
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                   APRIL 29, 2018 
  
FIFTH  SUNDAY  OF  EASTER 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 110 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, I am very focused on what I want: want to be, or 
achieve, or avoid, or possess.  I am not saying I should not have 
this orientation, only that I have this focus to the exclusion of 
anything that is not in agreement or harmony with what I 
want.  With this focus I circumvent attending to and exploring 
any thought or feeling that might modify or challenge my 
understanding of what I want.  Which means I spend a lot of 
time circumventing your involvement with me.  I look to you to 
be supportive of what I want, whereas you are seeking to 
inform me how to make what I want less partial and limited 
and more congruent with the person I actually am.  I think my 
life would be easier and more fulfilling if in addition to wanting 
what I want, I “wanted” the kind of modification and guidance 
you are always offering me. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 

 
 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 15:1-8 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 284 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Lord’s Supper 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
     12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle B for May 6, 2018  
Acts 10:44-48; Psalm 98; 1 John 5:1-6; John 15:9-17. 

 
F.Y.I. 
 “Our small change can make a Big Difference.”  Please give 
your pennies, nickels and dimes etc. to the Presbyterian Hunger 
Fund.  A can on the table in the coffee room needs donations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
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Fifth Sunday of Easter (John 15:1-8) 
 The image of the vine and the branches is very useful in the effort 
to live a religious life. God is the vine and we are the branches, and 
the image suggests that what we as the branches are to manifest is 
something that comes from the vine, and not something we create 
on our own. The vine sends us thoughts and feelings which allow us 
to be aware of the life we are actually living or having, and does so 
in the face of our desire to only have the life experiences we want, 
or the requirement to always have the life experiences we believe 
we should. On our own we tend to be receptive to those thoughts 
and feelings we either want or feel we must have. In the religious 
life we learn to be receptive to thoughts and feelings that are true 
of us even if unknown by us, those to which God introduces us. Our 
being receptive in this way, and our exploring and considering what 
is disclosed to us, is to “bear fruit.” 
 To “abide in the vine” means to maintain some expectancy of 
and some receptivity toward what is divulged to us. Unless we do 
so there is little or nothing we can do to move ourselves toward the 
fullness of our own life. What is in our unconscious is not available 
to our awareness, even though it may be apparent to others, and it 
is not possible to look for something of which we have no awareness 
or consciousness. It is, however, possible to cultivate awareness to 
the point where thoughts and feelings can be noticed and seized 
which do not fit what is normal and expected for us. To live with this 
awareness operating, and to be receptive toward what is disclosed, 
is to “abide in the vine.” 
 If we are not able to abide in the vine I think it is true that we 
“wither” in the sense of “shrivel,” a word which means: “to lose 
momentum, will or desire; to feel worthless or insignificant, and 
become ineffectual.” We are consumed by the effort to make our 
life into what we want it to be or believe it must be, and in the 
process, we wear out. However, this withering is itself something 
the vine brings to our attention, sometimes with great intensity, in 
an effort to lodge it in our awareness. Once this is in our awareness, 
it is possible to become receptive to what it tells us about ourselves 
and to consider how to make use of it—which is “bearing fruit.” 

 [Jim Robie, 4-27,18] 
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Fifth  Sunday  of  Easter [John 15:1-8] 
 This is a particularly difficult text for most people. When we read 
it, we come away with the idea that the burden of bearing fruit falls 
entirely on our shoulders. The Greek words create a different 
impression. To elaborate this, we will pay attention to some Greek 
words. 
 God is continuously working to bring us the fullest human life 
possible for us. To this end God takes delight in and supports our 
enjoying the aspects of our life in which we take delight. In addition 
God assists us in engaging the aspects of our life which are 
problematic and trying for us. To do the latter, God works to 
introduce and sustain in our awareness the feelings and thoughts 
which are difficult for us to process yet are also important for us to 
assimilate and embrace. Our being open to receiving and exploring 
the thoughts and feelings which God sustains and unpacks within 
us is a good way to understand the idea of “bearing fruit.” 
 Every time the word “fruit” appears in this text it is a Greek word 
meaning “fruit [as plucked] literally or figuratively.” Surprisingly, 
the root of this word is the verb “to seize,” from a root “to take for 
oneself, i.e. to prefer,” from a root “to lift up, take up.” The roots 
do not refer to a “thing” but to the act of preferring something and 
then picking or selecting it. The word fruit is not being used literally, 
as something we would eat; it is being used metaphorically or 
figuratively. The question then becomes: To what is the word 
“fruit” referring?  I suggest it refers to what and who we innately 
are. The word “innate” refers to something possessed as an 
essential characteristic, something essential to the nature, 
character, or constitution of the person we are. Who we are 
innately is not something fixed, but is dynamic and continually 
unfolding, something we are in the process of discovering on the 
journey with God. All our life God will help us discern who we 
innately are by helping us take seriously who we think we are, want 
to be, should be and need to be, and then helping us see through 
and behind these to notice something additional. The person we 
innately are is something that is disclosed to us by looking carefully 
at who we think we are and keeping an open mind. We are all 
familiar with the idea “this is who I am,” the idea usually being that 

who we are is static. This is a deception. The concept of “the person 
we are” is dynamic and changing in the sense of expanding, and God 
invites us to remain open to being surprised. In pursuit of 
discovering the person we innately are, God encourages us to 
“seize” the insights and perceptions [fruit] that come to us. To “bear 
fruit” would mean “to seize, take hold of, the insights regarding 
whatever and whoever we are, to take them up as our own and 
prefer them, to lift them up” and in this way to become familiar with 
who we are, come to understand who we are, interact with who we 
are, and make use of who we are. If we think of God as that which 
initiates and supports these insights that introduce us to who we 
innately are, then the image of the vine and the branches can be 
useful. God is the vine and we are the branches. If we abide [“stay,” 
in Greek] in the vine we will bear much fruit. That is, we will be the 
recipients of many insights, and we will find that who we actually 
and innately are will surface in our awareness and remain there for 
us to get acquainted with, and eventually live from. 
 However, this rarely goes smoothly or easily. Often, we are not 
receptive, and we are not able to bear/carry in our awareness the 
person we are and explore it. When this occurs the text says: “… 
[God] removes every branch…that does not bear fruit.” The 
meaning in the Greek is very different from the connotations of the 
English. The word translated as “removes” is a Greek verb meaning: 
“to lift up; by implication, to take up; to expiate sin.” “Expiate” 
means “to make amends for.” “Amends” means “to change for the 
better, to improve; to remove the faults or errors in, to correct.” 
The word “removes” implies improvement through alteration or 
correction. When we cannot bear fruit [carry who we are in our 
awareness] God “changes the situation for the better” by lifting up 
what gets in the way. Our being unable to be receptive and carry 
insights about ourselves in our awareness becomes the focus. There 
is no judgment for our being this way; instead, sympathy is offered 
for this being so. The paradox in this is that as this happens we find 
ourselves connected to who we innately are, and in that sense end 
up “bearing fruit.” 
 As we abide in this vine and begin to bear fruit we find we are 
“cleansed” and “pruned” so as to bear more fruit [hold more of who 



we are in our awareness]. The idea in both “cleanse” and “prune” 
is that something is improved through alteration or correction 
[what is altered and corrected is the understanding of who we are 
that has been in our awareness]. The longer we abide in the 
graceful disclosure offered to us, the more we are able to know and 
own who we are. 
 God is relentless in pursuit of our bearing fruit, our discovering 
and then bearing/carrying in mind the reality of who we actually 
and innately are. In verse 6 it is written: “Whoever does not abide 
in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are 
gathered, thrown into the fire and burned.” The English translation 
of this makes it sound like a threat of punishment. It isn’t. It is a 
description of what happens when we are not able to abide in this 
graceful internal environment: we begin to feel the withering such 
separation creates. The word translated as “withers” is the Greek 
word meaning “to desiccate,” meaning “to dry out thoroughly.” 
The same word also means “to mature.” Apart from a connection 
to this appreciative internal environment we do dry up in that we 
are consumed by judgment [“consume” is another meaning for the 
Greek word translated as “burned”]. Paradoxically, experiences like 
this “mature” us in that they make us long for the grace which God 
offers, and receptive to being welcomed and appreciated, and 
open to receiving it. If we are seeking to be appreciated and to 
appreciate who we actually and innately are (which is another way 
to talk about abiding in God and having the words of God abide in 
us), and want to bear/carry this in our awareness, we may ask for 
whatever we determine is necessary, and God will cause it to be. 

 [Jim Robie, 4-25-18, 5th of Easter, Cycle B, John 15:1-8] 


